
Monkeys 'have self-doubt like humans'
PTI, Feb 21, 2011, 05.00pm IST

LONDON: Alike humans, monkeys display self-doubt and uncertainty, a new study has revealed.  
 
An international team has found that monkeys trained to play computer games feel self-doubt and uncertainty and will "pass" rather than risk 
choosing the wrong answer in a brainteaser task.  
 
Awareness of our own thinking was believed to be a uniquely human trait. But, the study suggests that our more primitive primate relatives are 
capable of such self- awareness, the 'BBC' reported.  
 
Prof John David Smith of State University of New York at Buffalo and Michael Beran of Georgia State University, trained the macaques to use a 
joystick-based computer game.  
 
The animals were trained to judge the density of a pixel box that appeared at the top of the screen as either sparse or dense. To give their answer, 
the monkeys simply moved a cursor towards a letter S or a letter D.  
 
When the animals chose the correct letter, they were rewarded with an edible treat. There was no punishment for choosing the wrong answer, but 
the game briefly paused, taking away -- for a few seconds -- the opportunity for the animals to win another treat.  
 
But the monkeys had a third option -- choosing a question mark -- which skipped the trial and moved on to the next one. This meant no treat, but it 
also meant no pause in the game. 
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