


NOTE TO THE ReEADER
Yo UB,

For the past few years, UB has celebrated
Earth Day with an update on its progress with
the Climate Action Plan. In April 2024, the
university celebrated its radical pragmatic
idealism, and showed that we are ready and
prepared to lead in a totally tubular way.
Whether we're facing a pandemic, climate
induced extreme weather, the rise of artificial
intelligence, democracy under threat, or
conflicts across the globe, we're not just chillin
like villains, but making the necessary changes
and building the world we seek every day. This
exceptional work in advancing climate action,
building resiliency, and making the world a
more just and equitable place was shown
through sharing student art, knowledge and
optimism. The work of our staff and faculty
towards decarbonization was also displayed,
and you can learn more by watching this rad
video here or visiting
www.buffalo.edu/climate-action.

Catch you on the Flip Side,
UB CAPtains :



www.buffalo.edu/climate-action
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SUSTAXNABGILITY POEM
NATASHA ACEVEDO

Every winter is getting warmer
the snow disintegrates into a fractured memory
mother nature s storms
erupt for a day or two to reveal her fury
and slowly Die. down.
the seasons begin to meld into
one another,
once winter turned Endless summer
and i feel powerless o stop
that everything has changed.
every year i m getting older
with my slow crawl towards adulthood
my voice begins to take its form.
my hands, my words, become weapons for change
but everyday waste becomes a conscious exchange

(I'm sorry earth for not recycling my moes bowl that one time, V

i was too lazy to wash the plastic)

It feels my efforts anyways, are spastic
sometimes it feels the world

Is bound for decay
Too many oil spills

innovation gone array.
Too many cars, our lives moving too fast
@ But Still, something tells me if we push against carbon emissions, and
waste
We can last.
Something tells me we don t have to let our home
‘ turn to a Wasteland

something tells me we can slow the crawl towards degradation

Hand in hand. \
@: It starts with a solar panel, it starts with a plan, a change in policy, |

A course of action,
A conversation with a friend.
Be wary of yourself, this is sacred stolen ground
| mean no discomfort but | think conscious change is profound.
Every year the summer stalls, and we don t get any younger,
but our future is still brighter than any of us will ever remember.
we can t stop what s occurred but we can choose what we do,

within 10 years, with the right action, we can be neutral with Co2. | YN
everyday we are getting closer Q%’
the years of melting ice caps, rising tides N

turn fo a fractured memory
mother nature and i in harmony

and slowly we begin to heal. /
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Staff Award - Alissa Drag
Student Award - Michael Griffin
Faculty Award - John Atkinson
Team Award - One Region Forward
Climate Justice Award - Tendaji Ya'Ukuu
Alumni Award - Jessica Ottney Mahar
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Alissa Drag, Assistant Director loyer Rélations and
External Engagement at the Car esign/Lenter.
Alissa has worked over the last five years building deeper

our stfudents. Through her work, she™rassfestered many great
relatighships Witfrexternal employers that are eager ’r:ire

st ts with skills in sustainability and sustainable re
management. Her work catalyzes our gréiduates an

&
S

ed to organize the

maj@rs and disciplines, Alissa also

“How | Got Starte ustainability” panel which=rpes

s ers from the and private sectors, Wﬁ’r
anizations, advocacy grQups and government¥gencies

to network with our s’ruden’rsN]!g them valuable insight on
rd sustainability

how thesegbrganizations are moving M
initiativ %eir rfspec‘rive roles. /
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Sustainability Operations Coor Kayla ©Owen
handing Michael Griffin his SLI dent Atvard for
Sustainability Leadership.

ichael’'s academic case study “Collegiate Academic

articigation Driving Clean Energy*Setetions” will serve as a
dejffor ftmyroinobili’ry students seeking to deve,
pe ogical tools for sustainability education. He al
manages the Student Sustainability Impakt Team, a g
of 20 students who work to fulfill sustaingility requests

across our UB community. Michael cofsistently works to
collgborate, empower and engag se he works with,

alwdys going abo d beyond to show his ¢ Mnent to
ustainability &ffos. Michael’s work with U

curation have taken our com ications to the next level

tainability’s website, sociwjio and newslefter

connectin d engaging with other s}é@ fs, campus
depart ﬂjs’ru t groups and com y organizations.
?S )
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Dr. John Atkinson, Scott and Coleen Stevens Chair in
Engineering Sustainability.

John leverages experiential teaching methods in the
classroom and continues to spread knowledge through the
Sustainability Master’s Program, nurturing the development of
our students’ potential to not only recognize our planet’s
needs but also allows them to understand the role they can
play in creating the future we seek. He has created innovate q

Joshua Mcclain, Sustainability & Resiliency Planner for the
UB Regional Institues, accepts the SLICE Award for
Sustainability Excellence by a Department or Team on
behalf of One Region Forward.

Founded in 1997, the Regional Institute is being recognized for

their continued commitment to sustainability in Western New

York. Through their innovative work with the One Region

Forward for Sustainable Development plan published in 2014,

their Citizen Planning School initiative, and its current One A

Region Forward for Climate Action Plan, they have a proven \
track record of bringing together our communities to fight \
climate change. The One Region Forward for Climate Action
Plan advances key issues and priorities to ensure regional
climate action addresses the needs of disadvantaged and
underrepresented communities, and identifies priority
measures the region can take between now and 2030.

O
©

and life altering learning opportunities through his work in
advancing the Costa Rica Sustainability trip. In addition to his
academic and research success, John not only teaches the \

importance of sustainability but models it everyday by @
advancing a low carbon lifestyle.

| W

FRCULTY - DR
JOHN ATIKINSAN

TERAV - ONE REGETaN
FORNRARO

gy T\ @




N o

“\,
L

AN

VP Hubbard handing Jessica Oﬂ@ahar hey/SLICE Alumni
Award for Sustainability Excellen

gssica is currently the New York Director of Policy and Strategy
Q The Nature Conservancy the largest environmental
orgonizo;ion in the world  and worksse=aidvance climate and

enyjrongflental paItey and conservation efforts. She rece
qua acked the Clean Water and Jobs Coalition B i

Ecological Justice Coordinator pen Buffalo.
Tendaiji is the Ecological Justice Coordinator with Open

Buffalo and current Environmental Design student at UB.
@ endaijj leads clean mobility proje®ts=heit aim to create @
uit
;é“sf

le neigRB®rhood adoptions of regenerative a
rative economies, generating innovative and

I \/ I
VP Hubbard with Tendaiji Yu'U@B Sfudlyand

sustainable solutions that improve the copditions of o the largest environmental bond measure ifiNYS history
community. They have a passion for collegtive improvement securing a $4.2 billion dollar investment fofjthe environment
and are committed to developing collaborative and and climate action. Jess played a key I&adership role

multifunctional spaces for communi#ies that prioritize human \\ develgping New York’s climate acti
flourfshing and ec wﬁ ic prosperity. Tendaiji copmees to @ nce conser m efforts at the national | well.
tently advocite for sustainability and po vilding "0 UB graduated fraoin the College of Arts an nces,

marginalized groups. \
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We are not just at a pivotal moment in the history of this earth; we are at a
critical juncture. We face the very real threat of total devastation, but there
is hope. We can engage in stewardship to create green spaces and
wildflowers, like the wildflower patch in front of Deifendorf Hall. The time
for action is now. We must take the leap and sew the seeds of sustainability
in our everyday lives.

Here in Seneca Territory, in the embrace of the Haundaounsee
confederacy, | challenge each of you to start thinking not only of your
everyday life but also of the everyday life of the next seven generations.

Chief Seattle echoed the Haundaounsee principle of thinking of the next
seven generations when he said, We do not inherit the earth from our
ancestors; we borrow it from our children. It is up to all of us to care for the
earth and the inhabitants we share it with and care for each other
throughout the process. As we move towards a sustainable future, we must
not forget the people who have been leading the charge and protecting the
earth.

Indigenous people have been at the forefront of climate action and justice
long before we had terms like climate action and justice. Indigenous
science has proven itself effective in fighting the effects of climate change
time and time again.

In 2022, New York State gave back roughly 1,000 acres of Onondaga Land,
and earlier this year, in 2024, The Environmental Protection Agency
announced $23 million to clean up Onondaga Lake. This inspiring
LANDBACK initiative is exciting, but it does not go far enough. The
Onondaga Nation has been critical of the EPA plans because their plans do

Osiyo, My name is Delaney McNulty. | am a citizen of the Cherokee
Nation and a graduate student in the Philosophy department. | want to

thank the Office of Sustainability for inviting me to speak to you and not require that the lake be fishable or swimmable. | want to echo the

celebrate Earth Day with all of you. Wado to your team. | am originally Onondaga and call for stewardship of the lake to be given to the Nation
@ from the beautiful and strange state of Utah, where | grew up in what along with plans for how to clean it.

my nation refers to as at large. Like most of the Mountain West, Utah

is a desert; water is a precious resource. As we say in Indigenous It is easy to be swept up in the smoke of wildfires as | am sure we all

circles, water is life. | had only known living in a drought until | came to experienced here in Buffalo last summer. Just the same it is easy to be swept
Buffalo. | always tell people the amount of water here has been my up in the smoke of progress, before we celebrate the efficiency of lithium
biggest culture shock. Growing up in the desert during a drought, | batteries we should be aware that about 85% of all lithium reserves are on
remember carefully filling watering cans with my mom to water her or near Indigenous land worldwide. Similarly, new copper mines in the
garden but not taking more than what we needed. | remember United States are being approved on Indigenous sacred sites. Although
@ , watching the mountain that | ook to be guarding my home catch fire lithium and copper are necessary for solar powered batteries, cell phones,
one summer. | remember evacuating with my family, including my and electric cars, we must not forget Indigenous people, our wisdom, and

our homes in pursuit of a goal. Much like my home mountain we must pursue
our goals with thoughtful ecological stradegies like those presented here
today.

grandmother, who was 90 years old at the time and watching the fire
consume the mountain | loved so well. For years, that mountain bore the
scars of that fire; it was black, charred, and dangerous. Yet, the
mountain recovered from what seemed like total devastation; she
slowly turned green again, and | remember feeling so hopeful that first
spring when wildflowers appeared on the ridges again.

| am inspired to be with all of you today on this day when we come together
to honor our home, the earth. | hope | can add to your sense of purpose and
inspire hope that will guide your heart and mind as we continue to honor
our earth, her inhabitants, and all of our relations. We must resist pessimism
during this time and embrace the changes that will generate longevity for
all of us. | have seen with my own eyes how a scourched mountain can
become green again, how a polluted river system can become clean again,

DELANEY viCNuLTY and how we can become better stewards of our home. As you leave here
children, their children, and yg

SPEECH —
to leave them a place worth
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Joseph Cortez

@ (Mechanical Engmeermg)
T ranl

Ava Fetzner /

(Environmental Engineering)
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